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SUBJECT: GUYANESE LABOR LEADER SEES THREAT TO ICPTU 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY: A TOP GUYANATRADE UNION LEADER, RECENTLY 
RETURNED PROM THE ILO GENEVA CONFERENCE, HAS EXPRESSED CONCERN 
OVER THE POSSIBLE PORMATION OP A NEW INTERNATIONAL LABOR 
ORGANIZATION. THE NEW GROUPING, HE FEELS, COULD ARISE OUT OP THE 
YUGOSLAVIAN-INITIATED WORLD TRADE UNION CONFERENCE ON DEVELOPMENT 
(WTUC) WHOSE ORIGINAL SUPPORTERS WERE MEMBERS OP THE NON-ALIGNED 
MOVEMENT AND WHOSE PRESENT SUPPORTERS MET AGAIN AT THE 

RECENT ILO CONPERENCE. ALTHOUGH SEVERAL OTHER GUYANESE LABOR 
LEADERS CONSIDER THE PORMATION OP THE NEW ORGANIZATION TO BE 
ONLY AN INCHOATE IDEA AT PRESENT, THE TUC HEAD PEARS THAT WITHOUT 
U.S. AND INTERNATIONAL CONPEDERATION OP FREE TRADE UNIONS (ICFTU) 
PARTICIPATION, THE SOVIET UNION WILL BE ABLE EVENTUALLY TO DOMINATE 
TUE NEW GROUP WHICH COULD DRAW MEMBERS FROM, AND SO 
WEAKEN, THE ICFTU. END SUMMARY. 

2. RICHARD ISHMAEL, OUTGOING PRESIDENT OP THE GUYANA TRADES 
UNION CONGRESS (TUC) WHO SERVED AS GUYANA'S LABOR DELEGATE TO 
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WORKERS MEMBER OE THE ILO INTER-AMERICAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE, 

SPOKE TO AN EMBOEE RECENTLY ABOUT THE YUGOSLAVIAN-INITIATED WORLD 
TRADE UNION CONEERENCE ON DEVELOPMENT (WTUC). ISHMAEL CLAIMS 
THAT THE YUGOSLAVIANS HAD HOPED, T THE 1973 NON-ALIGNED HEADS OE 
STATES CONEERENCE IN ALGIERS, AND AT SUBSEQUENT MEETINGS IN 
BELGRADE IN DECEMBER 1975 ANDPARIS IN MAY 1976, TO GAIN SUPPORT 
EOR THE EORMATION OE A NEW INTERNATIONAL TRADE UNION ORGANIZATION. 
THIS NEW ORGANIZATION WAS SUPPOSEDLY TO HAVE OEFERED A NON-ALIGNED 
ALTERNATIVE TO PRESENT LABOR ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS THE ICETU AND 
THE WFTU. 

3. ACCORDING TO ISHMAEL, THE WTUC WAS GAINING SUPPORT RAPIDLY 
UNTIL THE SOVIETS EORCED AND ACCEPTED AN INVITATION TO THE CON- 
EERENCE, CAUSING SEVERAL OF THE WTUC'S MAJOR SUPPORTERS (ES- 
PECIALLY YUGOSLAVIA) TO RECONSIDER AN INVITE U.S. (AEL-CIO) AND 
ICETU PARTICIPATION IN THE CONEERENCE. WTUCWORKING GROUP IN 
MAY OP THIS YEAR ISSUED INVITATIONS TO VARIOUS LABOR ORGANIZA- 
TIONS TO MEET AT THE ILO'S JUNE CONEERENCE IN GENEVA TO SET UP 

A WTUC STEERING COMMITTEE WHICH WOULD ORGANIZE PUTURE GATHERINGS. 
THIS MEETING WAS SUPPOSEDLY OPEN TO "ALL TRADE UNION ORGANIZATION 
DESIROUS OF CONTRIBUTING TO THE SUCCESS OP THIS INITIATIVE". 

THE INVITATIONCLAIMED THAT MORE THAN 100 NATIONAL TRADE UNION 
ORGANIZATIONS HAD ALREADY EXPRESSED SUPPORT FOR THE WTUC. 

4. ISHMAEL SAID THAT THE WTUC WORKING GROUP WAS STILL WAITING EOR 
A RESPONSE FROM THE AEL-CIO AND ICETU TO AN INVITATION TO PARTI- 
CIPATE. HE ADDED THAT BEPORE A NEW CONFERENCE DATE WOULD BE 
SET, A SECOND INVITATION TO THE TWO GROUPS WAS GOING TO BE SENT. 

HE SAID THAT IP THE ICFTU AND AEL-CIO DO NOT RESPOND POSITIVELY 

TO THE WTUC,THE GROUP'S ORGANIZERS - WHO NOW WANT U.S, 

SUPPORT FOR BALANCE - WOULD CLAIM THAT THE TWO WERE NOT INTERESTED 
AN A TRULY INDEPENDENTINTERNATIONAL TRADE UNION MOVEMENT. 

5. COMMENT: ISHMAEL'S REMARKS SEEM SOMEWHAT ALARMIST. HE 

PEELS THAT THE WTUC WILL GROW INTO A NEW INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION 
SUPERSEDING OTHER GROUPS SUCH AS THE ICETU AND THE WFTU AND THAT THE 
U.S. WILL BE TF.FT IN AN ISOLATED POSITION WHILE THE SOVIET UNION 
EVENTUALLY TAKES OVER THE NEW ORGANIZATION. SEVERAL OTHER TUC 
LEADERS, INCLUDING GENERAL SECRETARY JOSEPH POLLYDORE, PEEL THAT 
A NEW NTERNATIONAL LABOR ORGANIZATION, WHILE PERHAPS A GOOD IDEA, 
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IS PAR PROM BEING REALIZED. WE HAVE HEARD LITTLE ELSE ON THIS 
SUBJECT AND WOULD APPRECIATE ANY FURTHER ENLIGHTENMENT ON IT 
PROM THE DEPARTMENT 
MATTHEWS 
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